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Prisoner photo exhibition

UFree has produced a comprehensive photo gallery highlighting
Palestinian prisoners who are suffering from injustice and deprived of basic
human rights. It shows how prisoners have been exposed to torture and
abused both physically and psychologically.

The exhibition portrays the moment of arbitrary arrest, detention, the
methods used to humiliate Palestinians in front of their families and their
neighbours, their life in prison, the suffering of prisoners, and the number
of women prisoners.

It tells the story of detained children: how they were detained, their age
sand the violations committed against them by their jailers.

The exhibition also includes information on the configuration of prisons

and detention centres. Overall, however, it highlights the resilience of the
prisoners who continue to achieve success by obtaining advanced degrees

despite the suffering they face on a daily basis.

[8Free |8Fre

“Without freedom, no one really has a name” Milton Acorda




|8 Conference Closing Ceremony

At the end of the conference trophies were distributed to honour the
guests and other delegates who have showed unconditional support for

the Palestinian cause over the years.

Brochure

A brochure was distributed in both Arabic and English introducing the work
of UFree and stating the objectives of the organisation. Information is also
included on how to communicate via the website and social networking

vehicles such as Facebook, Twitter and YouTube.

Media coverage

The conference received excellent coverage by media outlets, especially
after it was announced on the Al Jazeera English Channel. The proceedings
of the conference were shown live on Al-Hiwar TV, Al-Quds TV and Press
TV channels alongside an online Web stream. This was in addition to live

coverage by journalists from international newspapers and news agencies.

|8 Conference documentation

These are available in three languages: Arabic, English and French, they can
be accessed by visiting our website.
Interested parties can also watch the conference on the UFree YouTube

channel.

“Without freedom, no one really has a name” Milton Acorda
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Legislative Council who have been detained by Israel unlawfully.

The committee also will work with activists to help organise peaceful
demonstrations in European countries to demand the release of
imprisoned Palestinian politicians and other detainees.

Media

Members of this committee include journalists such as: Sami al-Hajj and
Lauren Booth. It helps to establish relationships with media institutions to
highlight the issue of prisoners.

Art
The committee will serve the cause of prisoners by exhibiting their

artwork and handcrafts and helping them take part in international

exhibitions and educational activities.

“Without freedom, no one really has a name” Milton Acorda




|8 Working committees

Legal
Led by American lawyer Karen Parker, this committee will work to raise
the issue of Palestinian prisoners at international courts, and to offer legal

advice to prisoners as well as contacting relevant institutions.

Political

The committee includes British MP Jeremy Corbyn and Nurhayati Ali
Assegaf, with other members reflecting the breadth of political support
from different countries. It will work with government bodies and political
parties to achieve the release of Palestinian political prisoners and provide

psychological and political support to the 48 members of the Palestinian

“Without freedom, no one really has a name” Milton Acorda
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18 Session 5: Conference outcomes

The conference concluded with the formation of four working
committees: legal, political, media and art.
The conference final statement was read by activist Khalid Alterani.

|8 Summary of conference warnings and recommendations

1.2011 will be the year of Palestinian female prisoners, to focus attention
on their suffering in Israeli prisons.

2. The world must be warned of the living conditions of Palestinian
prisoners in Israeli occupation jails.

3. The issue of Palestinian prisoners is no longer only of importance
to Palestinians. It is a pressing issue for all people in the world who
support liberation and human rights.

4. There is need for rapid intervention by the international community

and humanitarian organisations to protect prisoners from repression,
oppression, immoral practices and degrading treatment in Israeli jails.

5. The Israeli arrests of Palestinian members of Parliament is a clear
violation of their parliamentary immunity under international
conventions.

6. There is need to revoke Israeli’s administrative detention laws, which
are unjust and violate the principles of human rights.

7. The conference attendees call on European Union countries,
international organisations and those who support the Palestinian
causetoputpressureonthelsraeligovernmenttostopitscrimesagainst
the prisoners and release them immediately and unconditionally.

8. We demand the release of all Palestinian political prisoners who are
being detained anywhere in the world.

“Without freedom, no one really has a name” Milton Acorda




|8 Session 3: Detention experience for Palestinians

This seminar was chaired Ibrahim Hewitt, Chairman of INTERPAL, with
a number of contributions highlighting the humanitarian and political
experiences of Palestinian prisoners.

There also was a discussion of arrests by the Palestinian Authority on
political grounds.

Working papers submitted included:

e Arbitrary detention of prisoners by the Palestinian Authority in the

West Bank, submitted by Ibrahim Hammami

* The suffering of Palestinian prisoners in Israeli jails, submitted by former

detainee Ala Zegheer

* The role of legal and human rights institutions in the defence of

prisoners, submitted by Amjad Salfiti

e Palestinians in Iraqg, submitted by the Palestinian Return Centre

The session concluded by looking at the role of legal institutions and
human rights groups in defending Palestinian prisoners all over the world.

|8 Session 4: Legal and political dimensions

This session was chaired by lawyer Karen Parker, with discussion of
the current situation Palestinians face in Israeli jails and the absence of
institutions that specialise in the study of prisoners.

French lawyer Dovian talked about the violations of international law
experienced by Palestinian prisoners arrested and detained in Israeli jails.
He was followed by Omar Alhoashi, who talked about the experience of
political detention in Libya. Martin Linton, a former British parliamentarian,

talked about methods to help and support Palestinian prisoners.

“Without freedom, no one really has a name” Milton Acorda
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|8 Session 2: The conditions of Palestinian prisoners in Israeli jails

Sheikh Raed Salah was the keynote speaker for this session. It was chaired
by Amjad Abu Assab, who was asked to share his personal experience of
being in Israeli jails.

A number of working papers were also submitted for the session. These
included papers on:

e Freed female prisoners, written by Ahlam Johar and presented by Dima Karam

e The suffering of prisoners in Israeli prisons, submitted by Asma Hamid

e The arrest and prosecution of Palestinian students, submitted by former

prisoner Rami Abdel-Latif

e The practices of the occupation forces against Arab prisoners in1948

Palestine, submitted by Firas Al-OmariFiras Al-Omari, head of the Yusuf
organisation for prisoners in 1948 Palestine, closed the session. He
reminded attendees that, “We came to expose the Israeli occupation

practices against the Palestinian prisoners.”

He also talked about the double difficulties faced by Palestinian
prisoners with Israeli citizenship. They are denied the same rights
as the Israelis. At the same time, because they are technically Israeli
citizens, they are excluded from any negotiations on prisoner swap

deals.

“Without freedom, no one really has a name” Milton Acorda
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- Sarah Kafisha, on behalf of prisoners’ families

Sarah gave an emotional speech
representing families of Palestinian
prisoners. She started by saying,
“14 years have gone by since the
imprisonment of my father Ayman,
and in the language of days, 5.080

|WFni

= € days have passed.”If it would not have
been a burden on you, | would have
calculated the hours, or the minutes.

Because every minute for me is the
loss of tenderness, love, laughter
smiles and the guidance from my imprisoned father. The time and the
emotions | miss are not counted by the Israeli occupation because they

don’t understand the meaning of emotions or human feelings.”

She added, “I pay tribute to all the prisoners, to all those who have lost
their years in prison. How long must mothers shed tears?Ask my mother
how she spends her time. Ask her how she faces the pain of living. Ask
my grandmother aboutthe grief that keeps a tear in her eye. And ask me,
howthe imprisonment of my father has robbed me of any taste of life. Ask
all of us about the checkpoints we must endure on the way to visit my
father in prison.”

She concluded by saying:“l only have one dream. | dream that one day
| will wake up to the sound of my father telling me good morning, my
daughter.”’

“Without freedom, no one really has a name” Milton Acorda




- Adel Abdullah, Secretary General of the Palestinians in Europe
Conference

“We live in a space of freedom and
we should not forget that there are
political Palestinian prisoners and
they need that freedom. We all must
work to achieve this goal.”

He added: “It is time that the world
sees the violations which the Israeli
occupation is committing against the
human rights of Palestinian prisoners.”

- Ayman al-Ali, Vice President of the Federation of Islamic Organizations
in Europe

Ayman al-Ali focused in his
speech on the need to expose the
Israeli violations against Palestinian
prisoners and the need to work hard
for their release and publicise their
cause in Europe and the world.

“Without freedom, no one really has a name” Milton Acorda
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- Gilles Devers, lawyer in France

Devers stated that the arbitrary
arrests carried out by Israel are in clear
violation of international conventions
and human rights laws, and flout
international resolutions. Another
violation by the Israeli occupation is
the transfer of prisoners from their city
of residence to a city far away.

- Josef Zisiydis, Swiss Member of Parliament of the Left Party

“When countries of the world
and their official bodies fail to
fulfill their duties, it is time that we
parliamentarians and citizens do their
job and alert the world about the
violations."He called on hisgovernment
and its Ministry of Foreign Affairs to
demand the immediate release of
Palestinian prisoners; otherwise, they

must cut all ties with Israel until there
is an independent Palestinian state.

“Without freedom, no one really has a name” Milton Acorda




- Agasta Araadani, Greek Member of Parliament

“It is important to participate in
this conference as a member of
parliament. The world cannot remain
silent regarding this issue. e We must
work together to find a solution to the
issue of Palestinian detainees and free
them from Israeli jails.”

She concluded by inviting the
organisers of the conference to hold
the next year’s conference in Greece.

- Gerry MacLochlainn, former Irish Parliamentarian and political prisoner

“| take part in this conference as a
member of the Irish Republican Party,
and | am glad to meet brothers and
sisters from Palestine. We in Ireland
gained our freedom only due to the
courage and patience of our political
prisoners. | was one of them.”

“Without freedom, no one really has a name” Milton Acorda
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- Sami Al-Hajj, Head of the Centre of Freedoms at the Al Jazeera
network

“As aformer detainee at Guantanamo
Bay, | feel the pain of the prisoners and
their families in Palestine. We gather
today to say enough is enough. We
will not be silent anymore, and we call
for the Secretary-General of the United
Nations and relevant institutions to
intervene to end this painful tragedy.”

He then addressed his speech to
Sarah Kafisha, whose father remains in
prison by saying: “I am sure that your
father will return one day, and attend
your marriage, God willing.. | also wish
that Ayman, a Palestinian detainee
at Guantanamo Bay for nine years
despite a court decision acquitting
him, returns too.”

- Carlo Sommaruga, Policy Committee of the Socialist Party in Switzerland

“As | have previously fought against
apartheid in South Africa, | am
now fighting to free all Palestinian
prisoners.”

He called on his government to
“boycott settlements goods and to
suspend all trade agreement with
Israel. We must follow the Goldstone
report until all criminals prosecuted
and punished”

“Without freedom, no one really has a name” Milton Acorda




- Karen Parker, Association of Humanitarian Lawyers

“Both the legal and political
dimensions of the Palestinian issue
is very complicated, and through my
work as a consultant specialising in
asylum issues, | can see that even
Palestinians with Israeli citizenship are
suffering and do not have rights equal
to their Israeli counterparts.

“When lIsrael arrests civilians, they
are classified as “prisoners of war,” but
in fact they are not. This clearly violates
international law.”

She added: “I ask those who work in
the legal field to come together and
formulate a strategy to identify the
categories of those detained and the
Israeli violations of international law, and
then bring them to international forums.”

- Ule Leuenberger Green Party Chairman in Switzerland

Ueli requested his country to stop all
military dealings with Israel and called
for an economic boycott as long as
Israel continues to impose a siege on
the Gaza Strip.

“Without freedom, no one really has a name” Milton Acorda
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- Jeremy Corbyn British Member of Parliament

“There is no city in the world as
suitable for this conference as Geneva,
the city of freedom. We are facing a state
(Israel) that is arresting people from
the streets and forcing them to spend
their lives behind bars. Here we declare
our complete solidarity with these
prisoners and their families, and also
declare that the lIsraeli occupation is
illegal. Therefore, arresting Palestinians
in this manner is illegal”

He added: “Israel is committing
war crimes by arresting Palestinian
members of parliament and arresting
many others on daily basis”

-Sheikh Raed Salah, Leader of the Islamic Movement in 1948 Palestine

-~
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“If the Israeli occupation has troubled
the world by talking about the one
Israeli soldier (Gilad) Shalit, today we
want to trouble the world by talking
about 7,000 Palestinians in Israeli jails.”

He also addressed his speech to
Sarah Kafisha (whose father is in
prison) and said: “Oh Sarah, be sure
that your father will return one day. We
are all your fathers and your brothers
and we are all one family.

“It is known to the whole world that
if there is occupation, it is the right of
people to resist. So long as there is
occupation there will be resistance.”

He concluded by saying that the
solution to the issue of Palestinian
prisonersistoendthelsraelioccupation.

“Without freedom, no one really has a name” Milton Acorda




- Anwar Al-Gharbi, Rights for All

“We are just a few steps away from
the defenders of human rights, the
Human Rights Council, and | take this
opportunity to remind them that there
are 7,000 Palestinian political prisoners
languishing in Israeli jails. Gathered
amongst us today are families of
these prisoners, joined by friends from
parliaments across Europe. We are
asking for one thing: freedom for all
Palestinian prisoners.

“From the country of freedom,
Geneva, we raise our voices to demand
the release of Palestinian prisoners.
The liberation of Arab countries has
given Palestinians hope - let’s do all
we can to bring freedom for Palestine.”

- Nurhayati Ali Assegaf, Inter-parliamentarians Committee of Women

“We are committed to shedding
light on violations against Palestinian
prisoners, so we must continue the work
in support of this issue until the release
of them all. Palestinian female prisoners
in particular have been victimized by
over 60 years of Israeli occupation and
are subjected to torture and other
forms of bad treatment.”

She ended by saying, “The Palestinian

| people’s struggle is our struggle, and
all of us here would like the organisers
of this conference to hold the next
conference in Indonesia.”

“Without freedom, no one really has a name” Milton Acorda




_ The European Network to Support the Rights of the Palestinian Prisoners -

|8 Speech summary and selected quotes:

-Mohammed Hamdan, Chairman of UFree and chair of the conference

He started by welcoming the
delegates to the conference, focusing
on Palestinian female prisoners who
have been detained unlawfully. He
said: “The whole world hopes for
freedom and with only a few days to
go until International Women’s’ Day,
why is the world ignoring that there

are Palestinian women detained

unlawfully, suffering in Israeli jails?”

Hamdan announced 2011 the year

of Palestinian Female Prisoners.

“Without freedom, no one really has a name” Milton Acorda
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_ The European Network to Support the Rights of the Palestinian Prisoners -

|8 Session 1

Speeches from:

* Mohammed Hamdan, Chairman of UFree and chair of the conference

e Anwar Al-Gharbi, Vice-president of Right For All

e Nurhayati Ali Assegaf, Chairperson of the Inter-parliamentarian
Committee of Women

e Jeremy Corbyn, British Member of Parliament of the Labour Party

e Sheikh Raed Salah, Leader of the Islamic Movement in 1948 Palestine

e Adel Abdullah, Secretary General of the Conference of Palestinians in Europe

e Ueli Leuenberger, Green Party Chairman in Switzerland

¢ Sami Al-Hajj, Head of the Centre of Freedoms at Al Jazeera network

e Carlo Sommaruga, Chairman of the Policy Committee of the Socialist
Party in Switzerland

e Ariadni Agatsa, Greek Member of Parliament

® Gerry MacLochlainn, former Irish Member of Parliament

e Gilles Devers, French lawyer

e Josef Zisiydis, Swiss Member of Parliament of the Left Party

e Karen Parker, Association of Humanitarian Lawyers

* Vice-president of the Federation of Islamic Organizations in Europe
Ayman al-Ali

e Sarah Kafisha, daughter of Palestinian prisoner Ayman Kafisha

“Without freedom, no one really has a name” Milton Acorda




|8 Second day of the conference

The second day of conference started with a special exhibition about
prisoners outside the Main Hall of the UN headquarters.
Attendance at the conference exceeded all expectations; more than 450

delegates travelled to Geneva to learn more about Palestinian prisoners.

8 A film about prisoners

A short documentary film was shown that focused on two Palestinian
female prisoners, Nelly Al-Safadi and Kefah Qteesh, and their families.
Hamdan announced after playing the film that 2011 is the year of
Palestinian female prisoners.

“Without freedom, no one really has a name” Milton Acorda




_ The European Network to Support the Rights of the Palestinian Prisoners -

In his speech, Martin Linton (Labour Friends of Palestine and the Middle
East), thanked the organisers of the conference for providing important
information about Palestinian prisoners and providing useful books and
reports , which will be “important tools” for members of parliaments

and human rights activists when lobbying media and their respective

governments.

I8 Publications

All delegates received a conference pack that included an introductory
leaflet about the work of UFree in both English and Arabic and the book
“Am | not human?,” which highlights the suffering of Palestinian prisoners

and detainees under the Israeli occupation.

“Without freedom, no one really has a name” Milton Acorda




|8 First day of the conference

The venue for the conference was the headquarters of the Human Rights
Council of the United Nations in Geneva.

Karen Parker, of the Association of Humanitarian Lawyers, chaired the first
roundtable discussion with Nurhayati Ali Assegaf (Inter-parliamentarian
Committee of Women), Sami Al-Hajj (Al Jazeera) and Chris Doppler, an
international lawyer in the field of human rights from the United States.

Participants in the session included ambassadors from Yemen,
Sudan, Egypt and Lebanon; the Deputy Ambassador of Palestine; and
a representative of the lIsraeli authorities. Delegates from the UK in
this session included Jeremy Corbyn, MP, Martin Linton, Majid Al-Zeer,
Chairman of the Palestinian Return Centre and Dr. lbrahim Hewitt,
Chairman of the charity INTERPAL.

The session discussed the urgent need to end the suffering of Palestinian

prisoners. Mohammed Hamdan introduced UFree and its work to raise
awareness about the issue of Palestinian prisoners at a European-wide
level, as well as welfare support for prisoners’ families.

Sarah Kafisha, daughter of a current prisoner, Ayman Kafisha, spoke
about how she misses her father and how she is denied visits to see him
or even talk to him. She was followed by Islam Tamimi, a lawyer at the
Palestinian Centre for Human Rights, and Mahmoud Abu Asab, Head of
the People of Jerusalem Committee from Occupied Palestine.

We would like to note that the Israeli occupation officials refused to
permit Hussam Khader, former prisoner and PLC member and Fouad
Khuffash, Director of the Centre Ahrar, to travel to the conference.

A legal discussion took place on the status of prisoners in Israeli jails
and the need to protect them from the abuses such as physical and
psychological torture.

“Without freedom, no one really has a name” Milton Acorda







|8 Conference activities

The first day of the conference consisted of seminars looking at the
humanitarian, political and legal dimensions related to Palestinian
prisoners, with discussions of the efforts needed to put an international
spotlight on the suffering of Palestinian prisoners. On the second day, the
conference attendees discussed the issue of prisoners in the wider context
of life under occupation, with contributions from those with legal and
political expertise.

Three plenary sessions were held, supplemented by a number of reports,

to highlight Israeli breaches of prisoners’human rights.

“Without freedom, no one really has a name” Milton Acorda




_ The European Network to Support the Rights of the Palestinian Prisoners -

The conference invited a number of prominent speakers from around
the world, including:

|8 Keynote speakers

* Mohammed Hamdan, Chairman of UFree

e Anwar Al-Gharbi, Vice-president of Right for All, Geneva

* Nurhayati Ali Assegaf, Chairperson of the Inter-parliamentarian
Committee of Women

e Jeremy Corbyn, Member of Parliament (Labour Party), UK

e Sheikh Raed Salah, former prisoner and Leader of the Islamic Movement
in 1948 Palestine

e Martin Linton, Chair of Labour Friends of Palestine and the Middle East

e Adel Abdullah, Secretary General of the Conference of Palestinians
in Europe

e Ueli Leuenberger, Leader of the Swiss Green Party

e Sami Al-Hajj, former Guantanamo prisoner and Head of the Centre of
Freedom, Al Jazeera

|8 Guest speakers

e Carlo Sommaruga, Chair of the Policy Committee of the Socialist Party
in Switzerland

e Ariadni Agatsa, Member of Parliament, Greece

* Gerry MaclLochlainn, former Member of Parliament, Ireland

® Ayman al-Ali,Vice-president of the Federation of Islamic Organizations in Europe

e Josef Zisiydis, Swiss Member of Parliament of the Left Party

e Amjad Abu Assab, Head of the People of Jerusalem Committee, Palestine

e Dr. Ibrahim Al-Hammami, Palestinian Researcher, UK

® Amjad Salfiti, lawyer and President of the Arab Organization for
Human rights

* Nasim Ahmed, Researcher for the Palestinian Return Centre, UK

e Khaled Alterani, Executive Director of INFORM

And many others

“Without freedom, no one really has a name” Milton Acorda




|8 Conference Objectives

1. To raise the level of awareness of
Israeliviolationsagainst Palestinian
prisoners in international forums.

2. To motivate international activists
to defend the rights of prisoners.

3. To establish working committees
on issues related to prisoners’
rights that are charged with
international outreach.

4. To provide emotional support to

prisoners and their families.

|8 Conference Process

Conference participants examined media reports, research and
statistics, as well as a number of eye-witness accounts from ex-detainees
and family members.

The reports and other data were submitted by experts in the field of
human rights and international law. They documented flagrant breaches
of universal human values and international law. The actions of the Israeli
authorities are a clear departure from international laws and conventions,
especially for a country that claims to be exemplary in its respect for

human rights.

“Without freedom, no one really has a name” Milton Acorda




_ The European Network to Support the Rights of the Palestinian Prisoners

The Indonesian Member of Parliament, Nurhayati Ali Assegaf, offered to
convene the next UFree conference there. A similar offer was made by his
Greek counterpart Araadani Agasta.

In speeches to the delegates, politicians from Switzerland, United Kingdom and
France called for increasing international pressure against human rights abuses
committed by Israel, activating a policy of political isolation and prosecuting
Israeli officials in international courts for crimes against Palestinians.

“Without freedom, no one really has a name” Milton Acorda
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18 Introduction

In March 2011, the European Network to Support the Rights of Palestinian
Prisoners (UFree) held its inaugural international conference \Working for
Justice>. The conference was held in partnership with the Swiss organisation
Rights for All, supported by European human rights organisations and
attended by official parliamentary figures, media representatives and
humanitarian workers. The first of its kind to be held at the United Nations
headquarters in Geneva, the conference brought experts together to
examinethe harsh conditions endured by the 7,000 Palestinians imprisoned
by the Israeli occupation authorities -- including repeated human rights
violations such as various forms of torture, denial of healthcare, and lack of
access to families and legal help.

The conference called for global action against Israeli violations against

prisoners, by breaking the silence on the crimes committed in the name

of the occupation.

The two-day conference discussed in detail the status of prisoners under
occupation, both those in Israeli jails and worldwide, supported with real-
life testimonies of ex-detainees who recounted the suffering faced by
them and their families.

There was a consensus across participants from around the world - including
Americans, Indonesians, Greeks, Britons, French and Swiss — that the suffering
of prisoners was no longer an internal matter of Palestinians alone. Israel’s
policy of deception is no longer deceiving the international community,
they agreed, and its breach of international law should not be ignored.
UFreenamed 2011 astheyear of female prisoners, to highlight the particular

challenges faced by Palestinian women detained by Israeli authorities.

“Without freedom, no one really has a name” Milton Acorda
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